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Considering the variety of ways in which we are called to live our faith, I again challenge you to consider: 

How will you practice your faith in the months to come? 
 

Our congregation tries to offer as many opportunities as possible to actively engage in these Spiritual practices.  We don’t 
fill a calendar of events just to create more “chores” on your to-do list.  Instead, we invite disciples to practice their faith in a 
variety of ways and to encourage others to do the same. 
 

       
 

One new resource which our church is providing to you is the “Taking Faith Home” bulletin inserts.  These papers are 
available on Sundays, but also on our website and via email for download and use electronically.  Each “Taking Faith 
Home” sheet is connected to the lessons we read at church, and is developed by a group of Lutheran spiritual leaders in order 
to encourage spiritual practices anywhere, anytime, by anyone.  The inserts include Bible readings, prayers, conversation 
starters, service project ideas, and rituals to incorporate.  They can be shared with family and friends, and used in your life 
however they are helpful: for family devotions at the dinner table, in a car when you’re waiting, as a part of your morning 
coffee, for bedtime prayers, as inspiration for journaling or a thought to ponder during your daily run.  The goal is to provide 
you with a resource to help your spiritual growth.  Use the “Taking Faith Home” resources however it makes sense for you 
and your family. 
 

Once you’ve used the Taking Faith home resources for a while, please let me know how and when and where and why 
you’re using them.  I can’t wait to see how God works in the lives of disciples right here in Ozaukee county, through our 
congregation, our synod, and in miraculous ways I can’t even imagine. 
 

Happy New Year – and blessings on Taking Faith Home! 

Taking Faith Home in 2018 
I rarely make New Year’s resolutions.  In part, it’s because in teacher homes, our new year is around September 1, not 
January 1.  But, it’s also because I don’t have a great track record of keeping those resolutions.  By February, I often find 
myself back into my old routines. Sometimes, though, resolutions become habits, and habits become practices, and over 
time, those practices make our lives better. 

            
 

Spiritual Practices are meant to be regular habits which support our spiritual growth.  In November, I briefly mentioned 
Spiritual Practices during a sermon. I challenged you to consider making a pledge to yourself to keep your faith living 
and active, either by continuing or beginning a spiritual practice like one of these: 
 *Worship    *Advocating for justice   *Mentoring or Teaching others 
 *Bible Reading/Study   *Celebrating Traditions   *Giving money or time 
 *Prayer     *Creating    *Sabbath Rest 
 *Caring for people, nature  *Exercise     
    or animals 
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News From your Council President… 
 

We have so many blessings to reflect upon as we begin the new year.  Our Christmas season 
was full of joy and celebration.  We welcomed new members and have been blessed to see 
many new faces visiting Living Hope. Pastor Kelly is now in her 5th month with us and we are 
ready to move on and move ahead with amazing missions and exciting events for Living Hope. 
 

Council has been working on a budget to include many items for a “wish list”.  At the top of 
the list is the need to start a joint youth group with other churches in the Port Washington/
Saukville school districts.  We believe that a fresh and vibrant youth group for our Living 
Hope middle and high school students will be a key element for the ongoing health of our 
church.  Pastor Kelly has been meeting with the pastors of St. Peter’s UCC, United Methodist 
and First Congregational, along with Christ the King to start developing a plan for this joint 
youth group.  The families we attract with young children continue to seek out activities and 
fellowship for their children as they grow and get confirmed.  It is vital that we support this 
important mission plan by hiring a part time or full time leader who’s wage is shared amongst 
the 5 churches. Please prayerfully consider what increased contribution you can pledge to help 
make the youth group  
possible. 
 

Your Friend in Christ, 
Beki 

A MISSION OF LIVING HOPE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Email: herewegrow@livinghopesaukville.org ·  Phone (262)284-4070 
 

Happy New Year 
As we reflect back on the year 2017, we realize how truly blessed we have been!  We As we reflect back on the year 2017, we realize how truly blessed we have been!  We As we reflect back on the year 2017, we realize how truly blessed we have been!  We As we reflect back on the year 2017, we realize how truly blessed we have been!  We 
thank all members, families, and friends for their support this past year and we thank all members, families, and friends for their support this past year and we thank all members, families, and friends for their support this past year and we thank all members, families, and friends for their support this past year and we 

look forward to another fantastic year at Here We Grow. Once again the Christmas look forward to another fantastic year at Here We Grow. Once again the Christmas look forward to another fantastic year at Here We Grow. Once again the Christmas look forward to another fantastic year at Here We Grow. Once again the Christmas 
program and parties were fun and exciting for allprogram and parties were fun and exciting for allprogram and parties were fun and exciting for allprogram and parties were fun and exciting for all————Special thanks to the Living Special thanks to the Living Special thanks to the Living Special thanks to the Living 

Hope “surprise visitor” for volunteering his time.  Hope “surprise visitor” for volunteering his time.  Hope “surprise visitor” for volunteering his time.  Hope “surprise visitor” for volunteering his time.      
    

Our second semester of preschool began Jan 2, continuing through May 25th.  We Our second semester of preschool began Jan 2, continuing through May 25th.  We Our second semester of preschool began Jan 2, continuing through May 25th.  We Our second semester of preschool began Jan 2, continuing through May 25th.  We 
plan to celebrate Lutheran Schools week again in March, Week of the Young Child plan to celebrate Lutheran Schools week again in March, Week of the Young Child plan to celebrate Lutheran Schools week again in March, Week of the Young Child plan to celebrate Lutheran Schools week again in March, Week of the Young Child 

in April, followed by our Bikein April, followed by our Bikein April, followed by our Bikein April, followed by our Bike----AAAA----Thon for our local food pantry in July!Thon for our local food pantry in July!Thon for our local food pantry in July!Thon for our local food pantry in July!    
 

God Bless You and your families in 2018 
Beki & Dawn and HWG staff 
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SAVE THE DATE! 
 

ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING 
 

Sunday, February 4th at 11:30am 
 

Please plan to attend!  The youth will provide childcare 
so that all adults are available to attend the meeting. 

 Property/Liturgy Work Teams  
 

Thank you to Pastor Kelly for updating our Christmas 

manger scene figurines and David Anderson for the new 
Christmas star. 
 

Thank you to Norm and Linda Speerbrecher, Joe and Linda 

Georgeson, Bill Ehlers, and Beki and Dawn of Here We 
Grow for setting up Christmas decorations.  Also, Thank 

you for taking them down and doing the clean up after 

and for vacuuming up leaves and wax bits on the floor.  
 

Thank you to Chris Koss for the beautiful Poinsettias and 

to other behind the scenes helpers that I may have 

missed. 
 

Many jobs, but many hands get it accomplished!  
 

Brad LeDuc 

Lenten Schedule is Coming Soon… 
 

 

Service details for Lent are being finalized, but please put  
Wednesday, February 14th, on your calendar.  Not only  

because it is Valentine’s Day, but more importantly because it is 
Ash Wednesday...the beginning of Lent.  Lent begins on  

February 14th and ends on Saturday, March 31st.  Complete service 

details will be available soon, but special offerings during Lent  
will include Wednesday evening services, Maundy Thursday  

Seder, Good Friday and Easter morning services. 
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ELCA Good Gifts Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the ELCA Good Gifts campaign during  
Advent.  Your generosity helped provide 39 different items, totaling $1,012,  to those 
around the globe who need it most.  Gifts donated ranged from chicks, honeybees, and 

goats to water filters, Bibles, and a microloan for a woman to start a small business. 
 

Thank you for helping to change lives! 

Wednesday Night Men's Group  
will continue to meet on the first and third  

Wednesday in January at 6 PM.  We will be studying 

the many issues that Paul dealt with in forming early  

Christian groups that began by meeting in people's 
houses and bridging the various  issues with Jewish 

and pagan converts.  

Be a Part of “Together in Mission” 
We are, truly, Together in Mission in our Greater Milwaukee Synod! Called, gathered 
and sent in Jesus’ name we journey together in God’s work of love and reconciliation. 
 

To celebrate and strengthen our partnership, we are gathering on Saturday, February 10, 
2018 at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church for our Together in Mission event. Combining  
elements of last year’s cluster assembly and the Lead & Learn event, our gathering is 
geared toward congregational leaders of all kinds, staff, and rostered leaders. We will 
dwell in God’s Word, meet in mission clusters, and participate in workshops that  
engage our stories and questions in ministry. 
 

February 10 - 8:30 a.m. to 2:45 p.m. 
Mt. Zion Lutheran Church 

12012 West North Ave. 

Wauwatosa, WI 53226 
 

Learn more and register here: https://milwaukeesynod.org/event/together-in-mission/ 
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January 2018 

 

 Please note the following dates: 
Thursdays January 4 & 18 

Thursdays February 1 & 15 

Thursdays March 1 & 15 

 

GOD’S EYE 
!!!!!!Hearts to Hands retreat!!!!!! 

Saturday February 3, 2018 

All are welcome!!  Invite a friend! 
 

On Saturday, February 3, 2018 from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, we will have our 

7th annual Hearts to Hands retreat.  All are welcome!!  Our theme is “God’s Eye”.  

How does God see us? What does he see through His eyes?  Come hear Pastor 

Kelly share her insights to these questions.  Then in the afternoon, Cathy  

Higgins will continue to explore this theme as she asks us to consider how we look 

at others when we see them through God’s eyes. We plan to have a relaxing, 

spiritually-refreshing day, contemplating God’s Eye as well as great fellowship.  

Feel free to attend even if you do not knit/crochet.  You can bring another craft 

or just attend for the fellowship, discussion & spiritual refreshment. 
 

Cathy Higgins has once again graciously invited us to “retreat” to her home at 2402 W Bonniwell in Mequon.  

We will have a simple meal of soup, bread and dessert.  Please call Cathy Higgins (414-406-4217) to sign up 

for the retreat and what food item to bring.  We can’t wait to see you there! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remembering His words, “Love one another,” Hearts to Hands regularly meets to knit and crochet for others while sharing 
fellowship and devotional time.  We continue to meet at church on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month.  We will share 
fellowship time at 6:30 PM and begin our study about 7:15 PM followed by prayers, concluding about 8:30 PM.    
 

Join us!  All are welcome, even if you don’t knit or crochet.  We encourage you to come, participate in the fellowship and 
Bible/devotional study.  Please feel welcome to come, share in fellowship and grow in faith.  If you are in need of child 
care in order to attend, please let us know.  If you have any other questions, please call Cathy at 414-406-4217 or Julie at 

262-268-0818.  We look forward to having you join us! 

 

Hearts to Hands uses the Living Hope mailbox, #166. 

ListenListenListenListen••••LoveLoveLoveLove••••RepeatRepeatRepeatRepeat    

Our culture is obsessed with self - in our schedules, our relationships, and especially online.  
But we are less content than in decades past.  The reason?  We have forgotten that joy comes from put-
ting others first.  Reclaiming that joy requires us to live alert, listening for “heart drops”-hints from 
those in our lives who might need a helping hand or a generous dose of encouragement.   

Karen Ehman, a Proverbs 31 Ministries speaker & bestselling author, gives practical, creative 
ways to scatter kindness, including loving our family & friends, reaching out to the lonely, blessing the 
“necessary people” who help us get life done every day, and loving the hard-to-love by following Jesus’ 
example. 

Please join us as we continue our Thursday evening DVD study Listen, Love, Repeat. 
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January 7, 2018     January 28, 2018     
Cereal       Pancake Mix & Syrup 
Oil, 12 – 16 oz     Hash 
Diapers size 4, 5, 6     Cereal  
Salad Dressings     Manwich  
Canned Meat     Tuna/Chicken Hamburger Helper 
Oatmeal      Pudding 
Snak-Pak Pudding     Progresso Soup 
Gravy/Broth      Oil, 16 oz 
Pancake Syrup     Cookies & Snacks 
Rice-A-Roni      Shampoo 
Toilet Paper      Coffee 
Dish Soap      Dish Soap 
             
         
January 14, 2018      
Cereal     
     
   
Beef Stew 
Manwich 
Chili Beans 
Healthy Choice Soups 
Taco Seasoning 
Flour 
Coffee 
Knorr Rice Sides 
Laundry Soap 
Pull-ups 4T-5T   
   
 
January 21, 2018 
Cereal 
Rice 
Canned Chicken 
Spam 
Chili 
Breakfast Bars 
Knorr Pasta Sides 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Sugar 
Muffin Mix 

 

Items needed for the Food Pantry 

1800 North Wisconsin Street. Port Washington, Wisconsin 53074. 262-284-1148 

December Contributions, Expenses & Distributions 
 
Hoping all of you had a very Merry & Blessed Christmas and that your New Year 
will be happy and healthy. 
 
The Food Pantry was very busy again in December.  We distributed Gift-A-Child 
presents on December 12th and did our Christmas food distribution on December 
19th.  We were closed on December 26th to give all our wonderful volunteers time to 
relax and enjoy families at Christmas.  And once again, we had so many people help 
out with time, talent and donations. We are truly blessed.  
 
For the month of December we: 
 
Served 313 families; welcoming another 2 new client families 
Distributed 10,271.32 pounds of food & household items 
Distributed $6,225.00 in Sentry Certificates for non-taxable food items 
Redeemed 130 Sentry Milk Certificates for $486.10. 
 
Our Gift-A-Child program, supported by amazing donors, provided coats, clothes 
and presents for 141 children in 55 families.  
 
We received 6,808.83 pounds of food and $13,635.84 in cash donations. 
 
Our Expenses for November were $4,421.20. 
 
The generosity we see on a regular basis is truly heartwarming. Thank you and God 
Bless. 
 

        Chris Flint, Director 

         H: 262-284-9348 
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Prayer Chain 
 If you would like to request prayer  

or receive prayer requests  
through the Prayer Chain, please  
contact coordinator, Chris Koss, 

at kosschristine@gmail.com  
or call 262-284-2968. 

Living Hope Calendar 
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Please visit us on Facebook or on 
our church website for more  

information on upcoming events: 
www.livinghopesaukville.org 


